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Press Release For immediate release 

AfDB hosts the First RWSSI Trust Fund Steering Committee 

Denmark, France and the Netherlands support AfDB to improve Water Supply and Sanitation access in 
rural Africa  

Tunis, 6 February 2007 – On 29 January 2007 the African Development Bank (AfDB) hosted the First Rural Water 
Supply and Sanitation Initiative Multi-donor Trust Fund (RWSSI Trust Fund) Steering Committee, gathering donors, 
respectively Denmark, France and the Netherlands, and AfDB representatives to discuss and validate the RWSSI Trust 
Fund Indicative Budget, strategy and operations in targeted African countries for the year 2007.  
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The first International Donors conference on the AfDB’s Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative (RWSSI), which was 
organized on 1 April 2005 in Paris, successfully mobilized the main international donors and the African Governments to 
adopt RWSSI as the common framework for resources mobilization and investment for rural water supply and sanitation 
services development in rural Africa. The prime objective of the RWSSI is to mobilise African governments and 
international donors to accelerate access to sustainable rural water supply and sanitation (RWSS) investments through the 
utilization of innovative approaches to services delivery. “The Initiative already supports 13 countries and it is expected to 
extend its services very soon to 19 countries and thereafter to all the African countries that have defined a national water 
strategy”, said Mr. Kordjé Bedoumra, the AfDB Water and Sanitation Department (OWAS) and African Water Facility 
(AWF) Director. In perspective of the MDGs, the main target is to extend coverage of safe drinking water and basic 
sanitation to 80% of the rural populations by 2015 from the base level of about 47% coverage for water supply and 44% for 
sanitation in 2000. The total resource requirements for achieving 80% access to water and sanitation by 2015 is estimated to 
be US$ 14.2 billion as committed during the Paris Conference in 
2005.  
 
In order to help donors contribute to RWSSI, the AfDB 
established a multi-donor Trust Fund. The RWSSI Trust Fund 
agreement was signed by Denmark in February 2006, France and 
the Netherlands in September 2006. The three donor countries, 
sharing a common vision with the AfDB on the attainment of 
Water related MDGs and the importance of Water and Sanitation, 
have channeled a total amount equivalent to € 90 million grant 
through this trust fund (respectively €40 million from France, 
DKK 230 million from Denmark and $US 25.5 million from the 
Netherlands). 
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The members of the RWSSI Trust Fund Steering Committee reaffirmed the role o
financing and an efficient support in assisting the First financial institution on the 
water supply and sanitation provisioning in Africa.  
 

* 1 UA =1.15034 € as at 01/02/2007 
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