[image: image1.png]


Strategic Direction: 6th World Water Forum SD

February 13th, 2012
Priority for Action: 6th World Water Forum PFA/CS
Strategic Direction: 6th World Water Forum SD

February 13th, 2012
Priority for Action: 6th World Water Forum PFA/CS

6th World Water Forum
Regional Synthesis Report
MEDITERRANEAN CROSS-CONTINENTAL PROCESS 

 Regional Synthesis and Next Steps 

1. Introduction 

4
2. Background of the Region and Rationale of Targets 

5
3. TSG’s progresses: Target action plans, solutions and commitments 

11
3.1. Synthesis note on TSGs’ key progresses

11
3.1.1. Executive summary of the TSGs’ target action plans 

11

3.1.2. Short synthesis of promising solutions identified 

12

3.1.3. Highlight of key commitments 

12

3.1.4. Use of Working Space and Platform of Solutions 

15

3.1.5. Coordination between regional process 

16
3.2. Examples of promising solutions in need of further commitments 

16
4. Outline of the limits of the approach and areas to be further investigated 

18
5. Recommendations for follow-up post the Forum 

20
6. Conclusion 

22
1. Introduction

Water in the Mediterranean region holds a privileged position in policies of socio-economic, ecological and even geopolitics development regarding stakeholders who work on local, national and regional level.

During its participation to the 5th World Water Forum of Istanbul (March 2009), the Mediterranean Community of Water was able to strengthen links of cooperation, which made possible the organization of a session for the Mediterranean.

In participating to the preparatory process of the 6th World Water Forum in Marseilles (March 2012), the actors of the Mediterranean water sector, through a Steering Committee representing the main stakeholders of the region, have elaborated proposals of solutions and commitments reinforcing the links of exchange and cooperation, in place for decades.

Through the recent events that have taken place in the region, on the economic and financial level as much as on the geopolitical level, a more important mobilization of stakeholders should enable them to get involved in proposals of solutions to take up the challenges that water issues in this region.

In this framework, four priorities have been defined in the preparatory process of the Mediterranean region, which are:

· Water demand management

· Non-conventional water resources

· Water Governance

· Treatment of urban and industrial wastewater 

2. Background of the regional and rational targets

The Mediterranean region is characterized by geographic, geoclimatic, ecological and geopolitical specificities encouraging tensions which generate challenges to face in every sector of the water resources management.

In the Mediterranean, water resources are very unevenly distributed over both space and time. Water shortage and drought situations are frequent, and have a particular impact in Southern and Eastern countries. The number of people living in countries in situations of water scarcity, with less than 1000 m3/capita/year of renewable water resources, could reach 250 million inhabitants in 2025, 80 million of whom would be facing extreme shortage conditions with less than 500 m3/capita/year. 

Water demand across all Mediterranean countries doubled in the second half of the 20th century to reach 280 km3/year in 2007. It may increase by a further 20% by 2025, essentially in the Southern and Eastern countries. Agriculture accounts for nearly 65% of this total water demand. In spite of some encouraging progress in terms of water use efficiency, losses during water transport and use are estimated at almost 40% of the total water demand, or more than 100 km3/year for the Mediterranean as a whole. 

In vast areas of the Mediterranean basin, water scarcity and environmental degradation associated with the pressure on the meager water resources, mainly due to the imbalance between supply and demand, represents an environmental threat and a first-order bottleneck for the economic activities and sustainable development of the involved countries.

In addition, arid and semi-arid areas affected by the lack and irregularity (both in time and space) of water resources poses specific challenges that have received little attention, at least not proportional to the magnitude and severity of their problems. It is necessary to underscore the hydroclimatic singularities of these territories, which can be included, in general, under the paradigm of arid and semi-arid areas affected by severe water shortages and global water scarcity.

In the Mediterranean and similar regions of the world, water resources are limited and subject to severe and growing pressures. Urban and industrial, agricultural, point-source and diffuse pollution, industrial and domestic waste and groundwater overexploitation pose a threat to these scarce resources.

Floods are frequent and extremely violent and the fragile ecosystems can be threatened by groundwater withdrawals coupled with an inadequate management of surface waters. Moreover, the threat of climate change has to be taken into account, being the Mediterranean a very complex transition area, highly vulnerable to their effects.

Depending on the various future scenarios and simulations, it is expected that in the MENA countries, during next century, rainfall will decrease 10-25%, runoff will decline 10-40%, and evaporation will increase 5-20%. Despite the uncertainties of these figures, it is essential to advance in the knowledge and optimization of all available resources, and new tools and specific policy analysis of rational use of water resources systems are required.

Aridity and scarcity of renewable resources, both surface and groundwater, give the non-conventional water resources greater importance than those raised in temperate or humid regions. In some cases, these new water resources could arise as an important part of the overall solutions to be implemented.

Non-conventional water resources represent a substantial and complementary supply in regions affected by extreme scarcity of renewable resources. Such sources, usually counted separately from natural renewable water resources, are mainly related to: a) the production of freshwater by desalination of brackish or saltwater, mostly for urban supply purposes; and b) the reuse of urban or industrial wastewaters (with or without treatment), which increases the overall efficiency of water use (extracted from primary sources), mostly in agriculture, but increasingly in industrial and urban sectors.

The prominent role of water and water resources management in the Mediterranean agenda is difficult to contest. It is not only the severe scarcity conditions the region encounters, coupled with intense demographic changes (population growth, urbanisation trends), potential climate change implications and a rich constellation of geopolitical particularities, that places water issues high on the policy agenda. More importantly, it is the planning and implementation of much needed water governance reforms that render the overall endeavour necessary, though highly challenging. 

Despite the rather ominous picture portrayed, most Mediterranean countries have embarked upon or are well underway water sector reform processes through the elaboration and/or update/revision of IWRM Plans and Water Strategies, with governance firmly placed at the centre piece and IWRM forming the guiding framework.

Recent regional political (the Arab Spring) and economic (food and economic crisis) developments present challenges as well as opportunities for inducing further the ingredients necessary for effective water governance.

More importantly, the recent development have adequately portrayed the urgent need for informed, unrestrained and unrestraint involvement and interaction of stakeholders - whether public or private, state or non-state- in dealing with issues of common interest like the development, allocation and management of scarce water resources. The prescriptions for improved water management can achieve the proclaimed effects only when the water reform is planned in a holistic manner, including political, institutional, legal, social and economic changes, and with due cross-sectoral considerations, involving agriculture, industry, energy, tourism, domestic use, nature conservation, etc. 

Whether elaborating on an IWRM Plan, a Water Strategy and/or a Water Efficiency Plan, it is well recognized that there are no universal blueprints or one-solution-fits-all. Country particularities need to be taken into account along with proper consideration of the various competing –and often conflictual- water users and uses. At transboundary level, the implementation of plans becomes even more strenuous, as it involves different national sovereignties with differing needs and priorities. Having said that, it is also well acknowledged that there is a wealth of valuable experiences to be shared at the regional, sub-regional, national and local levels and a promising ground for coordinated strategic planning. Knowledge and experience sharing along with the potential replicability of good/best practices needs strengthening with emphasis on multi-stakeholder involvement in order to ensure transparency, accountability, ownership and eventual endorsement. 

Strenuous as it may seem, this endeavour is already in motion and is also supported by existing and on-going regional processes and initiatives that highlight the centre piece of water management for sustainable development, raise the political profile of water issues and facilitate the sharing of experiences and good practices within and outside the region. The wealth of such processes/initiatives would render the mere recounting of them challenging, fractional and unmerited. In addition to EU-led (Water Framework Directive, EUWI-MED EUWI, etc) and UN-led (Barcelona Convention, Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development, etc) processes, the on-going political process (since 2008) with regard to the elaboration of the Strategy for Water in the Mediterranean (SWM) and the Action Plan for its implementation within the framework of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) merits attention.

The draft SWM, although not yet formally approved, has been agreed at 99% on its text by all the 43 countries of the UfM. What is important to note is the inclusion of clear and time-bound recommendations for action that reflect political commitment from the side of the countries. Therefore, reflecting on the context of the draft SWM, as well as that of the Arab Water Strategy (recently endorsed, with its Action Plan pending), especially as both include clear sections dedicated to water governance, is of significant added value for the input of Priority 3-Target 3.1 to the 6th World Water Forum. 

The Mediterranean communities have a strong historical tradition of water culture, the mark of the constraints linked to the extreme intensity of droughts, but also the fierceness of floods.

Since water is at the heart of the Mediterranean civilization, its management plays a strategic role in the social and economic organization of all riparian countries: all Mediterranean share the concern for its preservation, and its fair distribution; their culture and their understanding of water problems are generally very similar, whereas they are clearly distinguished from those of northern European countries.

Whereas, in the latter countries, water is generally only perceived from the perspective of urban services (drinking water and sanitation) and water quality in natural environments, in Mediterranean countries, facing risks of water scarcity, it is more a question of finding the best possible compromise between all the different uses, both urban and rural, socio-economic and environmental, at different territorial levels, through the improved management of all available resources.

In the Mediterranean, more than elsewhere, the strategic sense of water takes on a new dimension. Over the course of time, the different communities have been able to develop a technical and social engineering in response to the water stress that characterizes the Mediterranean. It is through this knowhow that conflicts linked directly and openly to water have been avoided up to now, even if political, health-related and economic tensions exist. Sharing the resources and in particular their appropriate management over large transboundary basins can be a factor of peace and stability, in particular in the south and east of the region. 

Due to its geographical position, the Mediterranean region has been the subject of an important number of initiatives and programs, regional as much as international, which have facilitated the implementation of projects on urban and industrial water depollution which become part of policies of integrated water resources management.

Among the major obstacles to rapid implementation of projects that can contribute decisively to the objectives of improving the health situation, of the Horizon 2020 program (Depolluting the Mediterranean Sea), is the lack of financial resources to ensure a satisfactory functioning and make the necessary investments. This has often led to serious shortcomings in the control of pollution (municipal waste, urban sewage and industrial pollution) maintaining the idea that sanitation does not deserve the same priority as the drinking water supply services.

Today, in a number of Mediterranean countries the water sector and the related institutions are seriously underfinanced. Rare water resources, increased demand and the degradation of water quality aggravate the challenge of providing sufficient water to all users.

Hence, sufficient and sustainable financing is a prerequisite of a functioning water sector, which ensures the sustainability of public water and sanitation services (WSS), which itself is necessary for human and economic development, social stability and peace.

The economic, social and environmental cost of the lack of sanitation is often much higher than the actual cost of developing and managing these services.

During the preparatory process of the 6th World Water Forum, regional events and international meetings have allowed the Steering Committee, in charge of the participation of the Mediterranean region (see annex 1), under the coordination of IME, to stand out proposals of solutions and commitments related to the four priorities adopted.

Two significant regional events directly connected to the Mediterranean Cross-continental Process are:

· The regional workshop for the launching of this process (Murcia, April 2011)

· The 1st Mediterranean Water Forum (Marrakech, December 2011)

Other events and international meetings were held, which also contributed to this participatory process:

· 17-19 May 2011: Water Expert Group of UfM (Barcelona)
· 14-15 September 2011: Regional Conference on “Advancing Non-Conventional Water Resources Management in the Mediterranean” (Athens)
· 28-30 September 2011: 9th General Assembly of the Mediterranean Network of Basin Organizations (MENBO) and the EURO-INBO Conference on the Implementation of the Water Framework Directive (Porto)

· 14 October 2011: Workshop on “Water Governance in the Mediterranean: What will be the role of local and regional authorities?” (Marseille)
· 9-10 November 2011: Mediterranean Water Think Tank (Monaco)
· 20-23 November 2011: 2nd Arab Water Forum (Cairo)
3. TSG’s progresses: Target action plans, solutions and commitments

3.1. Synthesis note on TSGs’ key progresses
3.1.1. Executive summary of the TSGs’ target action plans
Following the example of other regional processes, the appointment of the coordinators for the Mediterranean priorities targets was only operationalized in September 2011.
Bearing in mind the commitment of the majority of stakeholders, an action plan was drawn up, respecting the road map produced by the International Forum Committee.

One of the major steps in this action plan was the holding of a broad meeting involving other stakeholders in the Mediterranean water community, namely the 1st Mediterranean Water Forum (Marrakech, Morocco, December 19-20, 2011).

As a result, further steps have been planned beyond the Forum to set the successive deadlines to achieve the targets, based on the relevant solutions proposed during the Forum, as well as to reflect upon the implementation to be carried out of the proposed and validated commitments.

The specificity of the targets from the Mediterranean cross-continental process comes from the fact that they are themselves the basis for the proposed commitments from the stakeholders working at the local, national and regional levels.
The three most important stages in the action plan for each target are the following:
· Stage 1: September 2011 – February 2012

· Stage 2: March 2012

· Stage 3: the post-Forum

Several deadlines have been proposed for the third stage, especially since the target coordinators themselves represent the main stakeholders in the Mediterranean water community, namely: governments, donors, professionals, networks and civil society, among others.
These coordinators, brought together in the steering committee, should ensure, as part of stage 3, the implementation and the follow up of the commitments chosen (a list of the target coordinators is provided in 
annex 2).
3.1.2. Short synthesis of promising solutions identified
Based on the proposed solutions for each target, a classification can be made under several categories:

· Institutional and political

· Financial and economic

· Technical and technological (best practices, guidelines, etc.)

· Training, communication and information

Annex 5 presents a simplified synthesis of this classification.

3.1.3. Highlight of key commitments

In order to reach the targets by Horizon 2020, it is necessary to envisage the satisfaction of the main commitments below, knowing that some of them exceed this Horizon 2020:
Target 1.1.:

· By late 2012 (or another deadline to be established), each Mediterranean country will have assessed current water use efficiency in the various usage sectors as well as feasible progress to be made in water savings,

· By 2014 (or another deadline to be established), each Mediterranean country will have set its own national water use efficiency objectives for the various sectors of use and water allocation between uses (productive and environmental),

· By 2015 (or another deadline to be established), each Mediterranean country will have defined (implemented) “efficiency plans” towards achieving these objectives in the short, medium and long term.

Target 1.2.:

· By 2015 (deadline to be set), each Mediterranean country shall have evaluated the actual water productivity of rainfed and irrigated agriculture,

· By 2017 (deadline to be set), each Mediterranean country shall have set its own national objectives for the water productivity of rainfed and irrigated agriculture within the framework of an integrated strategy for water and food security,

· By 2020 (deadline to be set), each Mediterranean country shall have defined (implemented) “efficiency plans” and measures to reach these objectives in the short, medium and long term.

Target 2.1.:

All the Mediterranean countries consider appropriate to carry on an effort in order to advance in their national policies for the production, planning, control and integrated management of non-conventional water resources, but this common understanding has different focus and intensities and not always is well structured. To achieve a rational use of these resources it will be necessary to advance in the development of regional and national water plans which, necessarily, will have to come accompanied by a complete regulation framework, new tariff structures, recommendations for the selection and application of the most suitable technologies in each case, and institutional adaptation that allows a correct application, control and monitoring of the use of these resources.

The inclusion of non-conventional resources between the regional and national water plans of the Mediterranean countries means an advance in the integrated management of all the available water resources.

Some analysis concludes that the energy needs for water are set to double up within 10 years. They are likely to account, by 2030, for 15% of the overall power demand for the SEMCs, as against 5% for the NMCs and 10% for the whole Mediterranean riparian countries.

By 2030, the forecasting of 30 million cubic meters per day of sea water desalination would require 40 to 45 TWh, that is, around 20% of the total power demand dedicated to the water sector at this horizon. This would entail the installation of a minimum power capacity of 5000 MWe dedicated to desalination, i.e. the equivalent of some ten gas-fired combined cycle power plants, or 4 to 5 nuclear plant units.

Target 2.2.:

· To promote the development of a Mediterranean perspective in the regulation of regenerated and desalinated waters and the exchange of its knowledge between the countries of this region.

· To harmonize the reclaimed water use regulation with other water regulations (drinking waters, bathing waters, Legionella).

· To develop a Code of Good Practices for reuse and desalination (i.e., regulation must have rational emphasis on control, regardless on the intensity of the treatment and the size of the facility; traditional analytical methods must be accepted; microbiological parameters selected must have currently incidence in each Mediterranean country).

· To analyze the water planning regulation in the Region, looking for their common solutions and practical application in the different countries.

· To develop procedures and regulations, pricing structures, technology applications, and institutional capacity to promote the use of non-conventional water resources integrated within the global water resources planning of the countries.

Target 3.1.:

In annex 3 is an example of a road map that will be developed for all the targets.

Target 3.2.:

The same approach as for target 3.1 is proposed.

1 Until March 2012: Prepare the 1st Mediterranean Forum 

2 Until March 2012: Prepare the 6th World Water Forum

3 Until March 2015: follow-up until the WWF7 through next Mediterranean Fora

4 Until March 2021: develop all required actions to achieve the target

Target 4.1.:

· By the end of 2015, each Mediterranean country evaluated has defined the institutional body in charge of authorizing waste discharges into sanitation networks and of defining the associated technical-economic modalities 

· By 2014, each Mediterranean country has carried out an estimation of industrial pollution discharged into natural environments and established inventories and priorities for action

· By 2015, each Mediterranean country has defined/established a billing system for the treatment of industrial waste by public utilities, accompanied by a system of participation in the investments, if appropriate. 

Target 4.2.:

In annex 4, the same approach as for target 3.1 is proposed as an example.

Based on the aforementioned, it becomes apparent that there is a need to establish a post-Forum follow-up mechanism that allows the solutions chosen to be disseminated and the follow-up of commitments made during the 6th World Water Forum to be implemented.

3.1.4. Use of Working Space and Platform of Solutions
The target coordinators have regularly consulted the tools made available by the IFC to extend the number of solutions related to the Med target objectives. 

However, given their specificity, each target was managed by a consortium of directly involved stakeholders, either at the national or the regional level. 
A sample of solutions is presented below, with all the selected solutions described in the specific target reports.
3.1.5. Coordination between regional process
Since the Mediterranean region is located at the crossroads of three continents, it was recommended to coordinate with the European, African and Asia-Pacific Processes.
Similarly, coordination was also established with several “topics” from the thematic process.

In annex 2, we present the relationship established with the other processes (thematic and regional).

Approaches to other priorities were sought out in the preparatory process. Two Mediterranean targets were also shown to be complementary to two conditions for success, namely:

· target 3.1.: Governance with CS1

· target 4.2.: Wastewater with CS2

3.2. Examples of promising solutions in need of further commitments

As presented previously for each target, some solutions were identified, from which we will bring forth those that should be considered at the regional scale in order for all stakeholders in the region to be able to commit to their dissemination, but above all for them to be the subject of pledges and commitments.
	Priorities
	Med Target Objectives
	Solutions

	
	
	National
	Regional

	1
	1.1.
	National water strategy in Morocco
	Economic analysis of the water demand management strategies drawn up by the AFD and Plan Bleu

	
	1.2.
	Pricing of agricultural water in Tunisia
	Interest in concerted approaches with users (Egypt and Morocco cases)

	2
	2.1.
	General plan for sewage and wastewater treatment of the region of Murcia
	Success institutional participation in water reuse project (Egypt and Tunisia cases)

	
	2.2.
	Successful regulatory framework for reuse in Spain
	

	3
	3.1.
	Studies for the Tunisian national water sector strategy 2050
	Regional and National Policy Dialogues and other support activities under the Mediterranean Component of the EU Water Initiative as an instrument to promote IWRM and assist meeting water MDG’s in the Mediterranean

	
	3.2.
	· Concerted management SAGIE (Integrated water planning and management scheme) in Morocco

· Decentralization (France) – Transfer from the State to the Region
	The AWARE project linking research policy making and the public about coastal water in Europe

	4
	4.1.
	· FODEP in Morocco

· Project on cost sharing of means at the level of industrial zones in Tunisia
	

	
	4.2.
	· Legislative and financial framework for domestic and industrial sewerage systems in Valencian Community (Spain)

· Implementation of a program of urban wastewater treatment: case of Morocco through the experience of ONEP
	


The aforementioned solutions constitute a highly representative sample that could be a program of commitments during the synthesis sessions.

4. Outlines the limits of the approach and areas to be further investigated 

Over the last three decades, the Mediterranean region, and more particularly its southern and eastern areas, has experienced a highly significant social-economic development, generating population growth and environmental pressure.

This state of affairs has resulted in a greater mobilization of water-related decision-makers, with the emergence of a larger number of civil society stakeholders (consumers, users, environmental protection groups, etc.).
As previously mentioned the Mediterranean region is characterized by the setting up several cooperation and partnership initiatives and programs which have had an impact at both the national and regional levels.

Nationally, the majority of countries in the south and east of the region have benefited from cooperation programs, both technical and financial, which have allowed the setting up of infrastructures, aiming to:
· Assure water supply for irrigation and drinking water;
· Improve the quality of life of citizens (both in urban and peri-urban settings) and the protection of fragile ecosystems.

Regionally, cooperation and partnership projects have led to the establishment of profitable links and above all, the generation of water-related pilot projects throughout the Mediterranean.

Among the most important projects, worth special mention is the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) and the Euro-Mediterranean partnership resulting from the Barcelona process (1995), among others.

As revealed by the targets identified for each priority, we may mention the need to envisage a broader consultation for the initiatives and programs with a regional impact.
Since the setting up of the geo-political mechanism related to the Union for the Mediterranean (June 2008), consolidating the partnership in the Mediterranean of decision-making bodies, we may observe a greater consultation and coordination with the other initiatives and programs in the region.

However, it is necessary to go further in partnership for the creation of synergies which will allow the limits perceived up to now to be overcome, so that all countries from the south and the east may agree to draw up medium- and long-term strategies related to the four priorities of the Mediterranean cross-continental process.

Similarly, it will be highly important to accept that codes of good practices are applied based on an analysis of the legislative and institutional systems in the Mediterranean countries. 

We may observe that this situation has already taken hold in a lot of countries. Furthermore, the strengthening of Euro-Mediterranean partnership should be more appropriated by the countries in the south and east of the region. 
As an example, it may be noticed through Euro-Mediterranean twinning programs, the setting up of the SWIM project, MED-EUWI, that there is a need to develop this appropriation to ensure tangible results for themes such as water demand management, the use of non-conventional water resources or water governance models. 
Another important initiative in coherence with the Euro-Mediterranean partnership, the “Horizon 2020”, associated with the MAP programme, requires to develop innovative and adapted mechanisms, both technologically and financially.

Hence some thought should also be devoted to the setting up of non-traditional “systems”, both financial and institutional, which will facilitate large dissemination of the projects results eligible for the Med targets and, in particular for urban and industrial wastewater treatment.
5. Recommendations for follow-up post the Forum
The follow up of the implementation of the target action plans will be carried out at three levels, namely through:
· The target coordinators 
· The steering committee of the Mediterranean cross-continental process 
· A global coordination mechanism whose steering committee will ensure the governance

During the participation of the Mediterranean region in the 5th World Water Forum in Istanbul (March 2009), the steering committee of the preparatory process proposed two main components, namely:
· A proposal of the Mediterranean water strategy
· Water and coastal development
For the Forum in Marseilles and taking into account the experience from Istanbul, the steering committee of the Mediterranean cross-continental process has been extended to bring together the main representatives of the different stakeholders that make up the Mediterranean water community.

Based on the priorities and the conditions for success defined for the 6th World Water Forum, the steering committee has proposed four priorities for which eight targets were defined and will be pursued with the monitoring and implementation of the commitments made during the Forum sessions. 

The specificity of the members of the steering committee, through their vocation and specialization, was that they were representative of the targeted stakeholders by Med priorities.

As shown in annex 1, these stakeholders are:
· National decision-making bodies 
· Networks of local and territorial authorities 
· Think-Tanks
· Networks of professionals 
· Donors 
· The main NGOs and river basin organizations 
· Regional institutions, etc.
For that purpose, it will be recommended first and foremost to entrust the coordinators with the task of ensuring this follow up, due to their commitment towards the concerned topics.

Based on the targeted indicators for each priority, an initial follow up could be carried out and coordination will be necessary to be coherent with other priorities, hence the idea of launching a federating mechanism bringing together all water stakeholders in the region. 
In order to do so, it is recommended that the current members of the steering committee of the Mediterranean cross-continental process should ensure the follow up and monitoring of the results coming from the 6th World Water Forum.
It will thus be able, during the 7th Forum’s preparatory process, to draw up an assessment of the results achieved.

It is also recommended to associate more stakeholders in the steering committee and who are directly involved in the commitments to be implemented, in order to have an optimal “multi-stakeholder approach” and above all the setting up of innovative institutional, legislative and financial mechanisms.

Bearing in mind the vocation of their coordinators, it is also recommended for certain priorities from the Mediterranean cross-continental process to pass on the results of the sessions and especially the commitments made to other global programs and events (Rio +20).

6. Conclusion

As previously presented, the Mediterranean region represents for the world water community a prime example of a “melting pot of solutions”, which has allowed responses to the challenges faced through water issues to be proposed at the national and regional scales. 
The four priorities selected as part of the Mediterranean cross-continental process are the following:
	“Improving water demand management” aims to encourage an enhanced use of water before considering an increase in the supply. For that purpose, a true “culture” should be established to return water demand management more efficient.
Furthermore, the challenge is to go from technical to economic and social efficiency, and intra-sectorial to inter-sectorial efficiency, especially as regards agriculture.




	“Non-conventional water resources” follows from the principle of optimization of all available resources and encourages the use of renewable energies for the production of these non-conventional resources.
Currently, two resources are emerging, namely desalination and reuse of treated wastewater.

Based on the solutions which have produced tangible results in a certain number of countries in the region, it is proposed to spread the experiences and results obtained, through a federative mechanism and concerted framework, to other countries in the region.



	“Improving sustainable and concerted water governance” requires a total commitment of all relevant stakeholders, bridging both “bottom-up” and “top-down” approaches. Bearing in mind the geo-political upheaval experienced in the region, a dynamic should be promoted which gives all countries in the region towards the same objective regarding this conciliation.

Spurred by the partnership programs currently being carried out in the region, a more significant appropriation from the southern and eastern countries could boost this dynamic.




	“Enhance the protection of shared ecosystems through urban and industrial wastewater treatment” with a model of sustainable and concerted governance associated with a mechanism of innovative and appropriate financing which allows sufficient financial means to be disposed of for both the development and use of urban and industrial wastewater treatment infrastructures.

As a result, the involvement of (multi-sectorial) decision makers and users is highly recommended, whatever governance model is employed, insisting on an effective participation of each of them in cost recovery.



Through its participation in the 6th World Water Forum, the Mediterranean region has aimed to contribute to the “Time for Solutions” by highlighting its concepts and experiences as well as its regional water-related cooperation and partnership processes which could be of interest to other regions of the world, in particular:
· The expected impacts of climate change which will accentuate the problems of water shortage and drought in some regions,
· Over-exploitation of groundwater resources which is becoming a major global concern,

· Awareness about the need for and interest in a greener growth which should first aim to reduce losses and misuses before mobilizing new resources,

· Food crises, more and more structural and internationalized, which force us to improve our management of all resources and ecosystems.

ANNEXES:

1. Composition of the Steering Committee
2. Med Target Objectives

3. Road map example (1)
4. Road map example (2)

5. Classification of solutions (simplified summary)
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